9/11: 20th Anniversary titles
•

One World Trade Center : biography of the building | 720.483 DUPRE J | NONFICTION | In more
than 150 photographs, drawings, and plans--most never seen by the public--Judith Dupré chronicles
the rise of America's most exciting and emotionally charged new skyscraper. One World Trade
Center showcases the building's groundbreaking design and engineering, from the initial excavation
to the final placement of the spire. Capturing the hope, resiliency, and pride of those who built it, the
book is rich with in-depth explorations of the innovations, including a 360-degree view from the One
World Observatory.

•

Fall and rise : the story of 9/11 | 973.931 ZUCKOFF M | NONFICTION | The New York Times
bestselling author of 13 Hours and Lost in Shangri-La delivers his most compelling and vital work yet-a spellbinding, heartbreaking, and ultimately uplifting narrative, years in the making, that weaves
together myriad stories to create the definitive portrait of 9/11. In the days after September 11,
2001, then-Boston Globe journalist Mitchell Zuckoff led a team that reported and wrote the lead
news stories and a series of pieces about 9/11 victims and their families. It was the beginning of an
obsession with that momentous day, and a commitment to tell its complete true story.

•

Dog heroes of September 11th : a tribute to America's search and rescue dogs | 636.70886 BAUER
| NONFICTION | Commemorating the fifth anniversary of the September 11 attacks, this illustrated
work salutes the canines that served America in the recovery missions following the terrorists'
strikes. This book pays tribute to 78 dog heroes and their handlers, retelling their stories.

•

Above hallowed ground : a photographic record of September 11, 2001 | 974 PHOTOGRAPHERS |
NONFICTION | On the morning of September 11th, a new kind of horror shook the world. Terrorists
crashed two passenger airliners into the World Trade Center in the worst attack on U.S. soil in the
nation's history. But at the same time a new generation of heroes rose up to fight it. This book
chronicles not only the devastation of that day, but also the valor and heroism of those who saved
thousands of lives. Not one of these photographs has been published before. On top of that, these
images offer a vantage point no ordinary photographers could obtain: they were taken by members
of the New York City Police Department, uniformed and civilian, who were on the scene moments
after the first plane hit and who were behind the scenes during the entire rescue and recovery effort.

•

Notes on a foreign country : an American abroad in a post-American world | 070.92 HANSEN S |
NONFICTION | In the wake of the September 11th attacks and the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq, Suzy
Hansen, who grew up in an insular conservative town in New Jersey, was enjoying early success as a
journalist for a high-profile New York newspaper. Increasingly, though, the disconnect between the
chaos of world events and the response at home took on pressing urgency for her. Seeking to
understand the Muslim world that had been reduced to scaremongering headlines, she moved to
Istanbul. Blending memoir, journalism, and history, and deeply attuned to the voices of those she
met on her travels, Notes on a Foreign Country is a moving reflection on America's place in the
world. It is a powerful journey of self-discovery and revelation--a profound reckoning with what it
means to be American in a moment of grave national and global turmoil.

•

Regarding the pain of others | 303.6 SONTAG | NONFICTION | In her first full-scale investigation of
the role of imagery in our culture since her now-classic book On Photography defined the terms of
the debate twenty-five years ago, Susan Sontag cuts through circular arguments about how pictures
can inspire dissent or foster violence as she takes a fresh look at the representation of atrocity--from
Goya's The Disasters of War to photographs of the American Civil War, lynchings of blacks in the
South, and Dachau and Auschwitz to contemporary horrific images of Bosnia, Sierra Leone, Rwanda,
and New York City on September 11, 2001.

•

The secret state : a history of intelligence and espionage | 327.12 HUGHES J | NONFICTION | A
ground-breaking history of intelligence--from its classical origins to the onset of the surveillance state
in the digital age--that lifts the veil of secrecy from this clandestine world.

•

The accidental American : immigration and citizenship in the age of globalization | 304.873 SEN |
NONFICTION | Activist, journalist, and immigration expert Rinku Sen and organizer Fekkak Mamdouh
examine the consequences of this injustice through Mamdouh's own story. Born in Morocco, he was
a waiter and union leader at Windows on the World, a restaurant in the World Trade Center. In the
aftermath of September 11, 2001, facing a rising tide of anti-immigrant bias, Mamdouh and others
formed the Restaurant Opportunities Center of New York (ROC-NY) to help their colleagues fight for
decent jobs and fair treatment. ROC-NY was able to unite native-born and immigrant workers,
helping each group realize they were involved in a common struggle for better working conditions.
Since 9/11, immigrants have increasingly been treated as presumptive criminals. As a counterpoint
to these regressive, fundamentally un-American practices, the authors forcefully advocate more
humane policies that would ease rather than restrict people's movements, coupled with proposals
for reforming globalization so that both sending and receiving countries can more equitably benefit
from a more mobile international labor force.

•

The looming tower : Al-Qaeda and the road to 9/11 | 973.931 WRIGHT L | NONFICTION | A
gripping narrative that spans five decades, The Looming Tower explains in unprecedented detail the
growth of Islamic fundamentalism, the rise of al-Qaeda, and the intelligence failures that culminated
in the attacks on the World Trade Center. Lawrence Wright re-creates firsthand the transformation
of Osama bin Laden and Ayman al-Zawahiri from incompetent and idealistic soldiers in Afghanistan
to leaders of the most successful terrorist group in history. He follows FBI counterterrorism chief
John O'Neill as he uncovers the emerging danger from al-Qaeda in the 1990s and struggles to track
this new threat. Packed with new information and a deep historical perspective, The Looming Tower
is the definitive history of the long road to September 11th.

•

Extremely loud & incredibly close | F FOER J | FICTION | Nine-year-old Oskar Schell has embarked
on an urgent, secret mission that will take him through the five boroughs of New York. His goal is to
find the lock that matches a mysterious key that belonged to his father who died in the World Trade
Center on the morning of September 11th. This seemingly impossible task will bring Oskar into
contact with survivors of all sorts of an exhilarating, affecting, often hilarious, and ultimately healing
journey.

•

The 9/11 Commission report : final report of the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon
the United States | 974.7 NATIONAL | NONFICTION | This edition has been designated as the only
official U.S. Government edition of the 9-11 Commission's Final Report. It provides a full and
complete account of the circumstances surrounding the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks,
including preparedness for and the immediate response to the attacks. It also includes
recommendations designed to guard against future attacks.

•

Never forget : an oral history of September 11, 2001 | 974.7 FINK | NONFICTION | On the morning
of September 11, 2001, shock waves rippled through the country as the United States came under
terrorist attack. In New York, Washington, D.C., and Somerset County, Pennsylvania, four planes
piloted by members of the Al Qaeda terrorist organization left death, shattered innocence, and
incomprehensible destruction in their wake. While the attacks united all Americans in their shared
horror and grief, the actual witnesses to these events often bear the heaviest weight of these painful
memories. Never Forget is a collection of unbelievably moving stories of loss, heartache, and
survival, as told in the words of those closest to the unfolding tragedy.

•

Firehouse | 974.7 HALBERSTAM | NONFICTION | One of America's most distinguished reporters and
historians offers the deeply moving personal story of Engine 40, Ladder 35 -- located on the West
Side of Manhattan near Lincoln Center -- and the absolute sacrifice its firefighters made on
September 11, 2001. On the morning of September 11, 2001, two rigs carrying thirteen men set out
from this firehouse: twelve of them would never return. Firehouse takes us to the epicenter of the
tragedy. Through the kind of intimate portraits that are Halberstam's trademark, we watch the day
unfold--the men called to duty while their families wait anxiously for news of them. In addition, we
come to understand the culture of the firehouse itself: why gifted men do this; why, in so many
instances, they are eager to follow in their fathers' footsteps and serve in so dangerous a profession;
and why, more than anything else, it is not just a job, but a calling.

•

United 93 | DVD DRAMA UNITED | AUDIO VISUAL COLLECTION | This powerful film about
September 11th, one of the darkest days in our history, paints an unforgettable and inspiring portrait
of the 40 passengers and crew who sat down as strangers and found the courage to stand up as one.

•

The only plane in the sky : an oral history of 9/11 | CD BOOK 973.931 GRAFF G | AUDIO VISUAL
COLLECTION | Hailed as "remarkable...incredibly evocative and compelling" (The Washington Post)
and "oral history at its finest" (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette), Garrett M. Graff's The Only Plane in the Sky
is the most vivid and human portrait of the September 11th attacks yet, comprised of never-beforepublished transcripts, recently declassified documents, and original interviews and stories from
nearly five hundred government officials, first responders, witnesses, survivors, friends, and family
members. Here is a vivid, profound, and searing portrait of humanity on a day that changed the
course of history, and all of our lives.

•

9/11 : inside the Pentagon | DVD 973.931 9/11 | AUDIO VISUAL COLLECTION | On September 11,
2001, 184 people lost their lives when American Flight 77 slammed into the Pentagon. Today, people
are surprised to hear that the Pentagon was ever a target. Few know about those who escaped,
many terrifyingly close to the impact zone. This is the most complete telling of what happened at the
Pentagon on a day that forever changed the world.

•

Zero dark thirty | DVD DRAMA ZERO | AUDIO VISUAL COLLECTION | Chronicles the decade-long
search for Osama bin Laden following the September 2001 attacks, and his death at the hands of
Navy SEAL Team 6.

•

American widow | GRAPHIC NOVEL TORRES | GRAPHIC NOVELS | In an instant, Alissa's world was
thrown into chaos. Forced to deal with unimaginable challenges, Alissa suddenly found herself cast
into the role of "9/11 widow," tossed into a storm of bureaucracy, politics, patriotism, mourning,
consolation, and, soon enough, motherhood. Beautifully and thoughtfully illustrated, American
Widow is the affecting account of one woman's journey through shock, pain, birth, and rebirth in the
aftermath of a great tragedy. It is also the story of a young couple's love affair: how a Colombian
immigrant and a strong-minded New Yorker met, fell in love, and struggled to fulfill their dreams.
Above all, American Widow is a tribute to the resilience of the human heart and the very personal
story of how one woman endured a very public tragedy.

•

I am the beggar of the world : landays from contemporary Afghanistan | 891.5931 GRISWOLD E |
NONFICTION | After learning the story of a teenage girl who was forbidden to write poems and set
herself on fire in protest, the poet Eliza Griswold and the photographer Seamus Murphy journeyed
to Afghanistan to learn about these women and to collect their landays. The poems gathered in I Am
the Beggar of the World express a collective rage, a lament, a filthy joke, a love of homeland, an
aching longing, a call to arms, all of which belie any facile image of a Pashtun woman as nothing but
a mute ghost beneath a blue burqa.

•

Shoot like a girl : one woman's dramatic fight in Afghanistan and on the home front | BIO HEGAR
M | BIOGRAPHY | After being commissioned into the U.S. Air Force, MJ Hegar was selected for pilot
training by the Air National Guard, finished at the top of her class, then served three tours in
Afghanistan, flying combat search-and-rescue missions, culminating in a harrowing rescue attempt
that would earn MJ the Purple Heart as well as the Distinguished Flying Cross with Valor Device. But
it was on American soil that Hegar would embark on her greatest challenge--to eliminate the
military's Ground Combat Exclusion Policy, which kept female armed service members from officially
serving in combat roles despite their long-standing record of doing so with honor. In Shoot Like a
Girl, MJ takes the reader on a dramatic journey through her military career: an inspiring, humorous,
and thrilling true story of a brave, high-spirited, and unforgettable woman who has spent much of
her life ready to sacrifice everything for her country, her fellow man, and her sense of justice.

•

A people's history of the U.S. military : ordinary soldiers reflect on their experience of war, from the
American Revolution to Afghanistan | 355.00973 BELLESILES M | NONFICTION | Drawing from
three centuries of soldiers' personal accounts with combat, A People's History of the U.S Military is a
compelling first person account of the experiences of common soldiers in the U.S military, from the
American revolution to the present day. Illustrating the reality of military experience and its
aftermath with fascinating excerpts from letters, diaries and memoirs, as well as audio recordings,
film and blogs to illustrate attitudes to war through the ages.

•

Ghost wars : the secret history of the CIA, Afghanistan, and bin Laden, from the Soviet invasion to
September 10, 2001 | 958.1045 COLL S | NONFICTION | To what extent did America's best
intelligence analysts grasp the rising thread of Islamist radicalism? Who tried to stop bin Laden and
why did they fail? Comprehensively and for the first time, Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Steve Coll
recounts the history of the covert wars in Afghanistan that fueled Islamic militancy and sowed the
seeds of the September 11th attacks. Based on scrupulous research and firsthand accounts by key
government, intelligence, and military personnel both foreign and American, Ghost Wars details the
secret history of the CIA's role in Afghanistan (including its covert operations against Soviet troops
from 1979 to 1989), the rise of the Taliban, the emergence of bin Laden, and the failed efforts by U.S.
forces to find and assassinate bin Laden in Afghanistan.

•

When I ran away | F BANNISTER I | FICTION | A rich, bighearted debut that takes us from workingclass Staten Island in the wake of the September 11th attacks to moneyed London a decade later,
revealing a story of loss, motherhood, and love.

•

This is how they tell me the world ends : the cyberweapons arms race | 363.32 PERLROTH N |
NONFICTION | From The New York Times cybersecurity reporter Nicole Perlroth, the untold story of
the cyberweapons market-the most secretive, invisible, government-backed market on earth-and a
terrifying first look at a new kind of global warfare.

•

The operator : firing the shots that killed Osama bin Laden and my years as a SEAL Team warrior |
359.984 O'NEILL R | NONFICTION | This instant New York Times bestseller--"a jaw-dropping, fastpaced account" (New York Post) recounts SEAL Team Operator Robert O'Neill's incredible fourhundred-mission career, including the attempts to rescue "Lone Survivor" Marcus Luttrell and
abducted-by-Somali-pirates Captain Richard Phillips, and which culminated in the death of the
world's most wanted terrorist--Osama bin Laden.

•

The exile : the stunning inside story of Osama bin Laden and Al Qaeda in flight | 958.104 SCOTTCLARK C | NONFICTION | From September 11, 2001 to May 2, 2011, Osama Bin Laden evaded
intelligence services and special forces units, drones and hunter killer squads. The Exile tells the
extraordinary inside story of that decade through the eyes of those who witnessed it: bin Laden's
four wives and many children, his deputies and military strategists, his spiritual advisor, the CIA,
Pakistan's ISI, and many others who have never before told their stories.

•

Exercise of power : American failures, successes, and a new path forward in the postCold War world | 973.929 GATES R | NONFICTION | Since the end of the Cold War, the global
perception of the United States has progressively morphed from dominant international leader to
disorganized entity. Robert Gates argues that this transformation is the result of the failure of
political leaders to understand the complexity of American power, its expansiveness and its
limitations. He makes clear that the successful exercise of power is not limited to the ability to
coerce or demand submission, but must also encompass diplomacy, strategic communications,
development assistance, intelligence, technology, and ideology. With forthright judgments of the
performance of past presidents and their senior-most advisers, insightful firsthand knowledge, and
compelling insider stories, Gates's candid, sweeping examination of power in all its manifestations
argues that U.S. national security in the future will require abiding by the lessons of the past,
reimagining our approach, and revitalizing nonmilitary instruments of power essential to success and
security.

•

9-11 : the world's finest comic book writers and artists tell stories to remember. | YA GRAPHIC
NOVEL 9 | YOUNG ADULT GRAPHIC NOVELS | Join an incredible array of award-winning comic book
writers and artists as they explore September 11, 2001. Original stories and powerful illustrations,
both heartwarming and heart-wrenching in turn. Among the almost 200 contributors: New York
Times bestselling fantasy author Neil Gaiman with his first new Endless story in two years, legendary
sf novelist Michael Moorcock's autobiographical musings, Marvel Comics co-creator Stan Lee tells a
lost Aesop's Fable, Will Eisner (whose name graces comics' equivalent of the Academy Award)
searches for "The Real Thing" and MAD Magazine's Sergio Aragones' tale of the man who had to
push the button.

•

Branches of hope : the 9/11 Survivor Tree | J 973.931 MAGEE A | NEW ITEM | Remember and
honor the events of 9/11 and celebrate how hope appears in the midst of hardship. The Survivor
Tree found at Ground Zero was rescued, rehabilitated, and then replanted at the 9/11 Memorial site
in 2011. This is its story. In this moving tribute to a city and its people, a wordless story of a young
child accompanies the tree's history. As the tree heals, the girl grows into an adult, and by the 20th
anniversary of 9/11, she has become a firefighter like her first-responder uncle. A life-affirming
introduction to how 9/11 affected the United States and how we recovered together.

•

Directorate S : the C.I.A. and America's secret wars in Afghanistan and Pakistan | 958.104 COLL S |
NONFICTION | Prior to 9/11, the United States had been carrying out small-scale covert operations
in Afghanistan, ostensibly in cooperation, although often in direct opposition, with I.S.I., the Pakistani
intelligence agency. While the US was trying to quell extremists, a highly secretive and
compartmentalized wing of I.S.I., known as "Directorate S," was covertly training, arming, and
seeking to legitimize the Taliban, in order to enlarge Pakistan's sphere of influence. After 9/11, when
fifty-nine countries, led by the U. S., deployed troops or provided aid to Afghanistan in an effort to
flush out the Taliban and Al Qaeda, the U.S. was set on an invisible slow-motion collision course with
Pakistan. Today we know that the war in Afghanistan would falter badly because of military hubris at
the highest levels of the Pentagon, the drain on resources and provocation in the Muslim world
caused by the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq, and corruption. But more than anything, as Coll makes
painfully clear, the war in Afghanistan was doomed because of the failure of the United States to
apprehend the motivations and intentions of I.S.I.'s "Directorate S". This was a swirling and shadowy
struggle of historic proportions, which endured over a decade and across both the Bush and Obama
administrations, involving multiple secret intelligence agencies, a litany of incongruous strategies and
tactics, and dozens of players, including some of the most prominent military and political figures. A
sprawling American tragedy, the war was an open clash of arms but also a covert melee of ideas,
secrets, and subterranean violence. Coll excavates this grand battle, which took place away from the
gaze of the American public. With unsurpassed expertise, original research, and attention to detail,

he brings to life a narrative at once vast and intricate, local and global, propulsive and painstaking.
This is the definitive explanation of how America came to be so badly ensnared in an elaborate,
factional, and seemingly interminable conflict in South Asia. Nothing less than a forensic examination
of the personal and political forces that shape world history, Directorate S is a complete masterpiece
of both investigative and narrative journalism.

